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Thl. method of development 1* fle * 

text and the ,/unerican Guide .tyla 

the chrocologlcal development of history 

r ,,rcei. Under the general topic heading, 
which made necessary many eroao-rofer 

_ ,,„if the story approechad the preeaat. 

the material would be treated cumulatively 

Human in,.,.., -ou U n. u.oi ,hor.,.r .«* oppor,nni„ 

far «n. n.. or of p.oplo .U» or dc.d .ould b. tlUM*. Tb. .b»p,~ 

heeding, b.low are subject to revision. 

1. Prefeoe ind the usual acknowledgments . 

2. Contemporary acene . This hletory would op.n with colorful but 
accurate description of the county et present; this would be iba 
place for statistics as to Its size, population, altitude, produc¬ 
tivity, rank tod importance In relation to others in the state or 
In lta area. Here also w^-uld be short contemporary descriptions 


of towns and villages of any size or importance. Thl6 chapter 
would be short, end designed to establish the locale for the reader 
but would afford a throwback to the county's beginning. 
hetural setting . This would bo n concise treatment of geography, 
topography, climate, rivers, mountains, plant and animal life, in 
non-teohaioal language for the average reader. The county's acenlo 
Rights would be here mentioned If there are any outstanding view* 
or natural phenomena. 


4. Tb. p.=pl. , Tol, .ubj.ct .-nld b. b,odl.d peaetlcally: fin%. 

. record of ,h. „f ts . .borlglo.., .ucb Mou* Build.,.; 
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County Bib tor? g 


..totuiiu citM.. ■»»« “>••• «‘ clr •••»*«»«•»■ t0 th * 
.Undent, of count/ lif. «... nnd non. *«/ .■>•«>•! «tOol. grou^ 
Ins* would b* handled Independently. 

B. torly Life and Occupation* . Sketch th# frontier-men*, occupation., 
hunting, trapping end fiehlng; then agriculture which flrat anchored 
hla to one spot; then lumbering, early mining end quarrying, and the 
beginnings of the gas aid oil deyalopaente. Handicraft, and any 
unusual or extraordinary occupation* would be brought In here* 


6, Religion# Kart treated because the first permanent eattlera im¬ 
mediately built some sort of a churoh and worshipped according to 
the belief that they had brought with them into the wilderness. In 
this chapter would be told the stories of the oldest ohurobea, th# 
leading aecta, then and now, statistics on church membership, cleri¬ 
cal figures of note, outstanding churches, brief aketohes of churoh 
history from circuit rider to town olerle. 

7# Coheres and Industry. Taking up from occupations; the growth of 
large Industrie*, introduction of corporate industry and the masa- 
producticn extractives. Baphnsiae the county's productive status 
today and the field* in which it rank* high. Natural resources would 
be treated here, aa a baai* of tomorrow'* industry. 

0 ‘ - a " POrt ‘‘ U ° n °o».unlci,tlon . from th. tmff.lo ,„a I.dlon tr«lU 
to to. riTer. .nO co.cn ro.o., high..,., eod . leotrlo 

ihhluou, too eousuni cation o.rri... .no to.ir outer,. Conclud. , lt 0 
tb. too. train other «„ loe , „ >llllbu tod>/ _ 

'* “* tronaportotioo ,» to. .t.OUiutioo 
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10. oounaLSaSSESSi . 1 ^ irMt „ ot i OM ,l or .tot. boppnUo, 

tlo»l B*ntl®®nt» in " r# former»; roads and schools 

it8 outstanding P” bll ° serV ° ntB 

. . lv *he county* 

operated hlB tory and function* of in- 

. enolnl Advance*.* 1U 

U * Cultural_an - “ all pU Dlio welfare, public health 

etitutlone, public and P r 70 ' 

end recreational activities. Also the hlatory of the g 

^ of a. ^ ^ ’ h0 W0 " ° f 

or lived in the county. 

M p..»nitulatlQPj_ Th. .tor, of th. *-»*•• l"* 1 * “ * h,lr 
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hibitlou, etc.? 

13 . . i <<t of Poirt. of Historic Inter.;* . .1th . .hort hcrirtloh of 
each end directions for reaching them. 

14. A Calendar of Annual Events in tabulated form. 

15. Directory cf Mercian or, t CrPEsiza* 1°°. in the CCUDty ’ and P* rb,p *' 
of public offices. Also other official data such as eleo 
voting prorisions, eta. Perhaps c summary of P* c 

town ordinances. 

16. Dlcgraphlcel fetches of prominent men or prominent 


arranged alphabetically. 




WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 

April 22, 1940 



Ur. Joseph N. Alder son 
State Jork Projects Administrator 
Deardorff-Sisler Bui ld i n g 
Huntington, West Virginia 

Attention: Mrs. Florence H. "Sfilkinson, Director 
Women's and Professional Projects 

Dear Mr. Alder son: 


We are returning to you herewith 3 signed and 
approved copies of DPS-19 on the: 



Two copies are held here for the Washington office files. 

lender Section 5 we have added the phrase "and a 
copy to the Director of Finance, Washington, D. C." which 
your mimeographed form does not cany, and which our proce¬ 
dures ask for. Please insert this on all future forms. 

Under Section 12 we have added our usual paren¬ 
thetic phrase (35 copies are to be sent to the Washington 
office). We have also corrected the number of free copies 
from 10 to 50, in accordance with 0-5. These changes have 
been initialed by usj we hope they will also meet with 
your approval. 


Sincerely yours, 

C. E. Triggs, Director 
Coonnmity Service Projects 

By 

D. Newsom, Director 
WPA Writers' Program. 


Enclosures 3 



I NEW YORK AVENUE f 
WASHINGTON. O. C. • 


April 9, 1940 


l£r. Joseph K. Alderson 
State Fork Projects jdainifitrator 
D©&rdorff-ri filer 3tdlding 
Huntington, teat Virginia 

Attention: J2r«. Florence II* Wilkinson, Director 
Teamen*e and Frofercional ProJcctB 

Dear Hr. Aldcrtonx 


He are returning to you herewith four approved 
copiec of each ret of DPS-IS, covering: 

Pocahontas County History Project *-* ^ 


County Hi Rto 





FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

C H *RRlNGTON 

—April 22, 1940 

Mr* Joseph H. Aldereon 
c tate .York Projects Adaiinistretor 
Peardorff-Si sler Building 
Huntington, Test Virginia 

Attentiont Mrs* Florence H. Wilkinson, Director 
Women's and Professional Projects 

Deer i£r. Alder son* 


We are returning to you herewith 3 signed and 
approved copies of DFS-19 on the* 

History of Pocahontas County 

Two copies are held here for the Washington office files. 



« Under Section 5 are have added the phrase "and a 
copy to the Director of Finance, Washington, P. C." which 
your mimeographed form does not carry, and which our proce¬ 
dures aek for. Please insert this on all future forms. 

Under Section 12 we have added our usual paren¬ 
thetic phrase (35 copies ere to be sent to the Washington 
office). We have also corrected the number of free copies 
from 10 to 50, in accordance with G-5* These changes hare 
been initialed by us; we hope they will also meet with 
your approval. 


fine erely yours, 

C. E. Triggs, Director 
Coacnnity r ervice Projects 


By 

J. D. Jicwsora, Director 
WPA Writers 1 Program 


Enclosures 3 


Pocahontas County: Ch at'* »r j ar.d ^ 

Fa* (.) Uttar F.rt of 2 

P . rt Handicraft* «.*—>•* th ”“ El ’ ’ 


'Clover Lick, S. »*. 
Jan. 12. «« • 


OCCUPATIONS BETAKEN 181° " 1660 ‘ 

4 lndn.tr, - of oonra. »»—». *- »«— ° f * ^ 
„.„ induatrieo ouch «. bl.cka.l thing and .ilUng 1 


The principal industry was oi 

„ . . uatrieB auch as blackamithing and milling 
need Cop them, other small indue 

were established in all sections of the county 

The first stores were at Huntersville . but after the building of t* 

Staunton, Parkersburg Road through the u PP er part of the county, and th. 

. -the lower part of the county in 1854-56 stsrwe 
Uarlintovto Lewisburg road in the lowe p 

opened at Grienbank, Killpoint, and soon at other points. 

. wi-cVomith work to be done shops sprung up Ml 
Since there was so much blacksmith wors 

over the county. 

Henry H e rper who lived on Knapps Creek, having moved there soon afW 
1812 to a 200 acre farm owned by his father Nicholas Harper, did much t> 
promote industry in that section. He built the first tilt hammer in th* 
region. This shop was carried on under his personal supervision. Ral^ 
Wanlesa, George Hevener of Fendleton, and Anthony Lightner of Swago, end 
many others learned the trade with him, and were all good smiths. Other 
improvements made by him were: a tannery shop built by William Civey, b* 
b saw mill built by Robert and John Irvin. At his suggestion William Ca»y 
eunk a tan yard at his home on Anthonys Creek. 

Henry harper was one of the contractors for the Huntersville, Sara 
Springs Turnpike in 1838. But aside from all these things he went eha* 
with clearing land and developing hie farm. 

The Wanlesse's - James, Stephen, Ralph and John were famous smiths* 
the upper part of the county. Aside from horses and repairing «pns 

they also made axes, hoes, shovels, plows bulltorgues, brush hooks, set* toes, 
- fittocV.s, broad axes, frows, grubbing hoes, pot hooks, kettle bales, 1« 
double ar.d single trees, door hinges and latches. 





of Stony Crook built the first tilt‘hi 


Cochrai 


Joseph Barlow of Red Lick Mountain had a blacksmith sh^, a 


sry, made and repaired shoes, did carpenter end cabinet wrk, 
Thomas Drinnon of near Marlins Bottom made shoes. v . 


John Burgess was a carpenter and for many years made aavt of 


needed in lower Pocahontas 


William Bradshaw of Brown Creek operated a carding marine. • 

The bales of rolls were fastened with black thorns which gras so plentiful 
in this section. John Galford, Jr. conducted a flourishing tannery 
at Huntersville. ■ 


Rev. John .T a ugh of Indian Draft was a skillful worio 


letals, 


speciality being hoes one of the most useful implements He 
| excelled in tempering axes Inother implement of inval*ble 1 


John Logan of Top Alleghany was a skilled cabinet 
William Curry was a stone-mason. After Ms marrie 
i County. 


established 


* Seek irnek branch 



,Ua who liv »d one mile below Marlinton could work in iron, 

IC * W00< 1. His specialty was gunemithing, a great service to the 
as so much hunting was done. 

John Kee specialized in wagon making. 

'athan Burgess, a gunsmith, Many of the oid hunters of the early . - 
P fi rt of the century were supplied by him with rifles. Some pt hiB rifW 
were used for military service during the Civil „ a r. One of the best 
specimen of his workmanship was'made for the late William McNeill of 
Buckeye. It wes reputed to be one of the mest accurate in aim-and far 
reaphing of any mountain rifles ever in the country. 

(Part of this material was taken fj-om History of 
Pocahontas County - Price, and part of it from 
old papers.) 


' 




